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 Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find 

comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor 

of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the 

children should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does? 

Prelude         Pat Anderson 

    

Welcome to Worship this morning.  We will be sharing Holy Communion, Communion will be given two 

ways, you can either come up front and receive from Pastor or you can pick up the convenient cup/wafer 

before the service and receive at your seat. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is 

endless. 

C: Amen. 

L: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart     Silence is kept for reflection 

L: God, our comforter: 

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  We turn our faces 

away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.  Free us from our 

sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as 

ourselves. 

C: Amen. 

L: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you 

righteous.  Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

C: Amen. 
 

 Hymn    “God is Here!” (vs. 1 & 4)     Red Worship Book 526 

1 God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, may we find in fuller measure what it is in 

Christ we share.  Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts wait the coming of the Spirit 

 into open minds and hearts. 

4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt, keep us faithful to the gospel; help us 

work your purpose out.  Here, in this day's dedication, all we have to give, receive; we, who cannot live 

without you, we adore you!   We believe! 

 

Greeting          Red Worship Book pg. 147 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.    
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Kyrie                    Red Worship Book pg. 147-148 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Canticle of Praise        Red Worship Book pg. 149-150 

L: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 

C: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Power and 

riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.  This is the feast of victory for 

our God.  Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor and glory and 

might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia. 

Alleluia 

 

Greeting          Red Worship Book pg. 147 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.    

    
 Prayer of the Day 

C:  Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for life 

that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Recognition of Service of Musical Ministries in the Congregation - Pat Anderson and Carol Slater 
 

Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of love for humanity, 

God creates them male and female, to provide companionship for each other and to become with each other 

“one flesh.” The Hebrew words used here are ish (man) and ishshah (woman).  

First Reading:  Genesis 2:18-24 
18

The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” 
19

So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought 

them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its 

name. 
20

The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the 

man there was not found a helper as his partner. 
21

So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 

and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 
22

And the rib that the LORD God had 

taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 
23

Then the man said,  

 “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this 

one was taken.” 
24

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 

 



Psalm 8 

L: O LORD our Lord, 

C: how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 

L: you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; 

C: you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 

L: When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

C: the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

L: what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 

C: human beings that you should care for them?   

L: Yet you have made them little less than divine; 

C: with glory and honor you crown them. 

L: You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 

C: you have put all things under their feet: 

L: all flocks and cattle, 

C: even the wild beasts of the field, 

L: the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 

C: and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 

L: O LORD our Lord, 

C: how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 

Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the one through whom God 

created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is also the one who experienced human suffering and 

death in order to blaze the path of salvation for us.  

 Second Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
1
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 

2
but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 
3
He is 

the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his 

powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 
2:5

Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 
6
But someone has 

testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? 

 
7
You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

 
8
subjecting all things under their feet.” 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see 

everything in subjection to them,
9
but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 

now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 

death for everyone. 

  
10

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, 

should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
11

For the one who sanctifies and those 

who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
12

saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise 

you.” 
 

Gospel Acclamation            Red Worship Book pg. 151 

C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)     Red Worship Book pg. 151 



Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s su rprising activity. These two stories 

demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are accepted and valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult 

men. 

Gospel: Mark 10:2-16 
2
Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 

3
He answered 

them, “What did Moses command you?” 
4
They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal 

and to divorce her.” 
5
But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment 

for you. 
6
But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 

7
‘For this reason a man shall 

leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 
8
and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh. 
9
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

  
10

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 
11

He said to them, “Whoever divorces 

his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 
12

and if she divorces her husband and marries 

another, she commits adultery.” 

  
13

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke 

sternly to them. 
14

But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to 

me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
15

Truly I tell you, whoever 

does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 
16

And he took them up in his arms, laid 

his hands on them, and blessed them. 

The Gospel of Our Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. (spoken)     Red Worship Book pg. 151 
 

Sermon:     Prayer and Lament      Pastor Brenda Wicklund 

“I will tell of thy name to my brethren, in the midst of the congregation I will praise them. 

Amen.”  Psalm 22:22 

     When I was growing up I knew the Lord’s Psalm 23 before I could read.  It appeared we said it many times 

in church.  I loved it and somehow I knew how important it was.  In 1969 my brother died.  They recited Psalm 

23 and from then on I had a hard time with Psalm 23 and all of the Psalms.   All I heard was, “waking in the 

shadow of death.” 

     This last week we had a virtual Theological Retreat on the Psalms, or the Psalter which Martin Luther duped 

“the book of all saints.”    Rev Dr. Kathryn Schifferdecker gave us a four part series on the Seasons of Life in 

the Psalms.  It is worth sharing with you two of them today and two next week.  The first two will be on Prayer 

and Lament. 

     Most every Sunday we recite the Psalms.  Whether in song and in worship we are in our hearts they are a 

prayer.  They are God’s words to us.  They are firstly our emotions and experiences that we can bring to God, a 

beautiful poetry that brings our thoughts to God, the God who created and whom we worship.  When we pray 

the Psalms we may do this as we inwardly digest them hear them, mark them, know them and give all these joys 

and sorrows to God.   

Psalm 4: 
7-8

 Fill my heart with joy when their grain and new wine abound. 
 8
 In peace I will lie down and 

sleep, for you alone, Lord make me dwell in safety.  

Psalm 30.  
1
 I will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths  and did not let my enemies gloat 

over me.  
2
 Lord my God, I called to you for help,  and you healed me. 

 3
 You, Lord, brought me up from 

the realm of the dead; you spared me from going down to the pit.  
4
 Sing the praises of the Lord, you his 

faithful people;   praise his holy name 
5
 For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; 

weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.  
6
 When I felt secure, I said, I will 

never be shaken.   
7
 Lord, when you favored me, you made my royal mountain[c] stand firm but when 

you hid your face,   I was dismayed. 
 8

 To you, Lord, I called; to the Lord I cried for mercy 
9
 “What is 



gained if I am silenced, if I go down to the pit? Will the dust praise you?  Will it proclaim your 

faithfulness?  
10

 Hear, Lord, and be merciful to me;    Lord, be my help.”  
11

 You turned my wailing into 

dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 
12

 that my heart may sing your praises and 

not be silent.  Lord my God, I will praise you forever 

     Hesed, a word that is used in the Old Testament 245 times, 127 are in the Psalms.  This word can and does 

get used as these different ways: steadfast love, mercy covenant, love, faithfulness and grace.  Or, the wellbeing 

of each of us, and the well-being for God. 

“My heart is (Hesed) full of steadfast love to God.”  “I will sing and make music with my soul.”  These are 

prayers to God, because he is God and deserves to be praised, and he wants to hear our prayers.  Be honest and 

bring everything to God. Chew on this Scripture.   Prayer is proper anytime. Even when it is hard to find the 

words, praying the psalm in lament is real and you may do it anytime.  But what about those times where it is 

hard to be joyful?  Those bring us to the Psalms of Lament.   

Psalm 55:
12-14

, This isn’t the neighborhood bully mocking me—I could take that. This isn’t a foreign devil 

spitting invective—I could tune that out. It’s you! We grew up together.  You! My best friend! Those long 

hours of leisure as we walked arm in arm, God a third party to our conversation.  For those who rest in 

you find shade.  God hears our prayers.  The Message 

     We plea to God in lament because we already have a God that has made promises.  This is not about God 

when we pray to him in the Psalms, it is to God.  He is God and we are holding him to his promises.  Lament is 

an honest expression of how we are feeling and how life is going, and holding God’s promises.  Lament 

assumes that the Creator of heaven and earth about our individual  suffering even if it is stunning and affirmed 

in God’s hands.  Imagine, bringing these feelings deep down right to God.  

 Psalm 30 I give you all the credit, God— you got me out of that mess, you didn’t let my foes gloat.  
2-3

 

God, my God, I yelled for help and you put me together God, you pulled me out of the grave,   gave me 

another chance at life when I was down-and-out.   
4-5

 All you saints! Sing your hearts out to God!  Thank 

him to his face! He gets angry once in a while, but across a lifetime there is only love. The nights of crying 

your eyes out give way to days of laughter.   
6-7

 When things were going great I crowed, “I’ve got it made 

I’m God’s favorite. He made me king of the mountain.” Then you looked the other way and I fell to 

pieces.  
8-10

 I called out to you, God; I laid my case before you: “Can you sell me for a profit when I’m 

dead? Auction me off at a cemetery yard sale? When I’m ‘dust to dust’ my songs and stories of you won’t 

sell so listen! And be kind!   Help me out of this!”  
11-12

 you did it: you changed wild lament into whirling 

dance. You ripped off my black mourning band and decked me with wildflowers. I’m about to burst with 

song; I can’t keep quiet about you. God, my God, I can’t thank you enough. The Message 

     What are your laments this day?  How about this last year and a half of outbreaks closures and worries?  

Loss of someone you love?  As we heard today from Jesus Christ, the words of the law about divorce which 

brings such heartache for anyone involved?  Are you concerned about your children and the schools?  Are you 

ill and having treatment?  Whatever you are going through, the pain or suffering, the Psalms have a lament and 

prayer for you.  Schifferdecker says this, “It is as if you are holding on to God with one hand, and shaking your 

fist with the other one.”  I agree.  From the inside out, go ahead and pray to God.   

     This day and week, I urge you to pray the Psalms this week.  Take one and recite it every day, or read one a 

day.  Holding God’s hands, in praise and lament, and hear God’s promises.  Amen.   
 

Hymn   “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”   Red Worship Book 656 

1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the unity of heart and mind is like to that above. 

2 Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers; our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts 

and our cares. 

3 We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear, and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 



4 From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; and perfect love and friendship reign through all 

eternity. 
 

 Offering Prayer –You may leave your offering as you exit the church, table with offering plates are there. 

L: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us.  Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love 

so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

L:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

      A brief silence. 

L: Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those discerning a call to 

ministry and all seminarians, that they continue to be formed for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species and preserve endangered 

lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you created. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another. Strengthen relationships 

between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and support one human family. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical disability. Inspire 

creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible and hospitable. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered here today. Bless 

members who can no longer travel to worship with us and remind us of their continued role in this community 

of faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have gone before us. 

Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving       Red Worship Book pg. 152 

L; The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy       Red Worship Book pg. 153 

L: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:  Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest 

 

Words of Institution 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 



   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer          Red Worship Book pg. 154 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those     

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Lamb of God        Red Worship Book pg. 154 

L: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 

the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

Communion Hymn  “Here Is Bread”   Red Worship Book 483 

1 Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us.  Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us 

here. 

 Refrain: In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever.  In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 

2   Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, he is with us.  Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Jesus 

here. 

Refrain: In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever.  In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 

3   Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us.  We’ll proclaim till he comes Jesus crucified 

Refrain: In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever.  In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 

Communion Hymn “Come, Let Us Eat”   Red Worship Book 491 

1 (Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,) come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. (Our Lord's body 

let us take together,) our Lord's body let us take together. 

2 (Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,) come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured. (Jesus' 

blood poured let us drink together,) Jesus' blood poured let us drink together. 

3 (In Jesus' presence now we meet and rest,) in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest. (In the presence of our 

Lord we gather,) in the presence of our Lord we gather. 

4 (Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word,) rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word. 

 (Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom,) Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

L: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 

L: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn    “Go,  My Children,  with My Blessing”     Red Worship Book 543 

1   “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my 

own.” 



2   “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.  

Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him, saw his glory.  Go, my children, sins forgiven, at 

peace and pure.” 

3   “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. Go, my children, fed and nourished, 

joyful and free.” 
 

Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
the worship is ended … let the service begin...  

 

 
 

  

**The Noisy offering this month is for Blessing Box there will 
be a bowl as you exit the church. 

 

Next Week’s Readings and Psalm 

First Reading      Psalm 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15     Psalm 90:12-17 

Second Reading     Gospel 

Hebrews 4:12-16     Mark 10:17-31 
 

 

Prayer Concerns and Sympathy ~ Gracie Edin, Debra Hocum (Kathryn Souer’s daughter-

in-laws mother), Yvonne Guptill, Bonnie Carlson (friend of Donna Martin), Ken Carlson 

(brother-in-law of Don Peterson), Joy Burch, Drew (Mindy’s brother), Vicki Marks, Colton 

Thompson, Reverend Norm Belland, Don Storlie (father of Jeremy Storlie), Brie Timms (sister-in-law of Peggy 

Smith),  Kim Reisig (sister-in-law of Amy Tvedt),  Tyler (son of Jan Peura), Marsha Skoog (friend of Patty 

Sweeny) and John Bassett. 

 For our members in care facilities ~ Ruta Kalnins and Dorothy Svendsen. 

 For firefighters, EMT’s, those who serve to protect Policemen and women and military.   

For world peace.  For our companion synods.   

For our missionaries: Jacqueline and Patrick Bencke 

 

 

 

Treasure’s Report 

As of September 26, 2021 
 

YTD Income Budget YTD actual Last Year 

 $155,613.00 $128,753.00 $134,228.00 

YTD Expenses $131.188.00 $124,722.00 $127,691.00 
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Announcements/Calendar 
 

Sun. 8:30 am Coffee Fellowship; 9:30 am Worship/HC. 

Tues. 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study.  

Wed.  Noon Staff mtg.;5-7 pm Confirmation; 5- 6:30 pm Faith in Action; 6:30 pm Worship; 7 pm Youth Group.  

Thurs. 7 am Men’s Text Study; Mindy Networking meeting. 

Sat.   10 am Feed My Starving Children/ValleyScare return around 12:30 pm; 8 pm AA mtg. 

Sun.  8:30 am Coffee Fellowship; 9:30 am Worship/HC. 
 

 

 

 

 
If you are interested in joining the church, we will be having new 

member introduction and dinner Thursday, October 14
th

 at  

5 pm and joining on Sunday, October 17
th

 during Worship 

Service.   Please let Pastor Brenda know or the church office.  

Thank You! 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Wednesday, October 6-1-3 pm, Family Pathways/East Central Energy- Food Distribution 

at Pine Technical and Community College.  No cost, no paper work.   

 (See Flyer on bulletin board for more information) 
 

Friday, October 8-5-7 pm –St. Paul’s Lutheran Church-German Fest.    

(See Flyer on bulletin board for more information) 
 

Saturday, October 9-3-7 pm-Jacob Roubinek Transplant Benefit-St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church, 

(See Flyer on bulletin board for more information) 
 

Monday, October 11-5 pm-Women’s Romans Bible Study. 
 

Wednesday, October 13-9 am Library meets. 

 


