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“We are called by God to grow in faith together, sharing Christ’s love with each other and our 

community” 

 
How is your spring going?  Are you getting ready to plant and garden, pick up sticks and get outside? 

Have you decided what to do next and do you have the time to get it all done?  The weather has had its trouble 

deciding what to do as well: snow, rain, clouds, sunshine, hail, thunderstorms, you know, undecided.  Waking 

up every morning, I too would deem myself undecided. What will I get done for the Body of Jesus Christ today 

and how might I do that with the “shelter in place” order for the church and my family?  How will we worship 

if we can’t worship together?  How do we worship, pray and bring the Good News to each other and the whole 

of the world?  How do we check in with each other without the face to face?  How do we worship God and 

continue to be faithful to a God that sent His Son to redeem us and grow in His Word?  I also ask myself, why is 

my house not as clean as a whistle? 

   That last one isn’t that important, yet I feel for so many people the pressure of working from home, the kids at 

home full time, those that don’t have jobs and those whose jobs are overwhelming.  For those who are lonely 

and isolated and for those with illnesses that have sprung up amidst a time of such unprecedented times.  Being 

asked to shelter in place is a whole new world for all of us in different ways.   

   When all the disciples and Mary Magdalene and the woman went through the sorrow and shock of Jesus 

Christ death they were locked in the room.  Jesus Christ appeared, imagine the fear and the joy, but also 

imagine the hope that they heard when He said to them, “Peace be with you.”  He said it over and over again, in 

the Gospel of John he said peace be with you, and also said, “Let not your hearts be troubled, believe in God 

and believe in me.”  Peace and the absence of fear is what Jesus Christ offers along with mercy, if the day didn’t 

go perfect, if you didn’t get everything done, if you’re tired and need a nap, if you’re worried and concerned 

about family, friends and the world, peace be with you.   

   Let Jesus Christ enter and walk with you each and every day.  Believe in His promise and faithfulness.  

Households and church look different, yet households and worship have been through trials, chaos and much 

uncertainty before, and it works out.   God’s work and God’s people keep the faith and believe in a faithful God, 

who sent His faithful Son, who granted us love, mercy, example and forgiveness that we might live and 

continue to trust.  He sent the Holy Spirit to walk with us now.  We are not alone.  Jesus Christ walks with us, 

and as Deanna and Diane sang on Sunday, “Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, because He lives, all fear is 

gone.  Because I know, who holds the future, and life is worth the living just because He lives.” (Bill Gaither 

and Ben Speers) 

   Turn to our faithful God who shows up in hard times, who intrudes when you’re having an off day, who 

promises never to leave you and be a peace. 
 

Peace, Especially Peace,  

Pastor Brenda Wicklund 

 

Later on that day the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of the Jews, had locked all 

the doors in the house.  Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then he 

showed them his hands and side. 

John 20:19-20 

 



Bible Study 

 In these times where we are home worshiping whether on line or in print, we worship so differently than we 

have.  We are called to continue to learn, grow, hear the Gospel and spread the Good News no matter where we 

are or who we are with and offer thanksgiving.  God is still faithful and Jesus Christ lives.  How is that affecting 

you and the church?  How do we go forward differently in faithfulness, joy and hope?  Following are some 

questions to answer for each of us and some thoughts from me about praying this week’s Psalm.  Peace as God 

moves you in your study of the Word. 

 

Discussion Questions for Easter 3 (Luther Seminary).    

1. When has God revealed something to you that changed your behavior, thinking, or faith? (Luke 34:13-35) 

2. What would you like to say to other leaders in faith and ministry? (Acts 2:37-41) 

3. What do you love most about God? (Psa 116) 

4.  What are you reluctant to trust God to do or be? (1 Pet 1:17-23) 
 

This week we also have the beautiful Psalm which is so timely in our current situation and important for our 

lives.  As you read this pray it, meditate on it or even sing it like the Psalmist would.   

 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 

I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 
2 
Because he inclined his ear to me, 

therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
3
 The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid 

hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. 
4
 Then I called on the name of the Lord: "O Lord, I pray, save 

my life!"  

 

12
 What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? 

13
 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the 

name of the Lord, 
14

 I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 
15

 Precious in the sight 

of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones. 
16

 O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of 

your serving girl. You have loosed my bonds. 
17 

I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the 

name of the Lord. 
18 

I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 
19

 in the courts of the 

house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord! 

 

The Psalmist loves the Lord because he hears him or her.  He listens so I will continue to call on him.  How 

shall I return thanks and prayers for all God has done?  How will I show my thankfulness to God even in these 

times that are so different?  How do I remain faithful and know that whether I live or die, “Precious is the sight 

of the Lord is his faithfulness as they are dying, or his beloved dying (verse 15).”   
 

Read this Psalm which comforts and urges us to remain faithful as God is faithful to us every day this week.  

Maybe you might memorize a certain verse that you love.  You may find a way to praise the Lord in a much 

different way as we continue to love, give thanks and experience that God that shows up always and forever.  

He hears our prayers.    Find comfort, find courage, lift up the name of the Lord and give thanks.    
 

Peace, Pastor Brenda 

 

We express our Christian sympathy to the  

families of Joshua Matthew Bloom, Tressie Thompson (Dale and Kathy’s 

mother/mother-in-law), Debbie Amerine (niece of Joyce Seegebarth) 

and the family of Phillip Kester (brother-in-law of Dorothy Svendsen and uncle of 

Cheryl Malm) on the death of their loved ones.   

May the God of hope and comfort surround this families with His love and give them the 

peace that only He can. 



Prayer Concerns ~ (Names will be on for one month unless requested 

longer.)  Amanda Robbins, Jessica Lindahl, Rebecca Karp (Marina Vork’s 

niece), Lois Kunze, David Stephenson and Annetta Eberlein (brother and 

sister-in-law of Kevin Stephenson), Larry Lammers (brother-in-law of Elaine 

Garaghty), Debbie Bowman (daughter of Ron and Judy Smith), Karen 

Johnson, Carol Bostrom, Leigha Ness (Pastor Brenda’s great-niece), and Barbara Ekberg (sister 

of Loretta Sprado.)  
 

For our members in care facilities ~ Ruta Kalnins, Nancy Nelson, Freida Pfahl,  

Dorothy Svendsen and Max Tatting. 

For firefighters, EMT’s, those who serve to protect Policemen and women 

and military.  For world peace.   For our companion synods.   

For our missionaries Jacqueline and Patrick Bencke. 

 

                      
Women’s Bible Study’s ongoing mission project. 

We ask members to join us and bring granola bars during the month of May 

for homeless packets.  Please put them in the basket marked “Homeless Packets” in the 

cabinet in Narthex.  Thank You. 

 
 

 

NE MN Synod Women of the ELCA Summer    

 Convention/Gathering 

June 15-17, 2020 
 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 5/1 Linda Libra   5/14 Shawn O’Donovan  5/24 Katie Olson 

 5/2 Camille Thomas  5/15 Gracie Edin   5/26 James Edin 

 5/3 Dale Thompson    Kathy Engel    Kally Ferguson 

 5/5 Olive Bernhardt   5/17 Josh Blair    Gary Hoxmeier 

  Diane Mathias    Isabelle Mettling  5/27 Cayla Gorsegner 

  JoAnn Swaim   5/18 Stan Sjodahl    Laura Zaudtke 

 5/6 Nicholas Sweeny  5/21 Walter Lundberg  5/28 Nathan Sweeny 

 5/7 Matthew Ausmus  5/23 Jennifer Ausmus  5/29 Marek Cabak 

 5/8 Jack Almos    Christie Dunkley   Jessica Johnson 

  Teigan Cabak    Carter Tass    Ruta Kalnins 

 5/9 Ean Chose           Paul Olson 

 5/10 Sandy Guilliams        Melissa White 

 5/12 Kari Irber        5/30 Josephine Olsen 

  Gale Vayder        5/31 Parker Klar  
           

Octogenarians        *Please let us know if there are any corrections or additions.   Thank You! 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all the cards, calls and prayers for Dale 

and our family on the passing of his mother.  Our 

Church family is so caring, thank you again. 

Dale, Kathy Thompson and family. 

  

Thank you Marina for organizing the virtual Out to 
Lunch Bunch for April. We all had the same lunch at 
about the same time from Whistle Stop in Hinckley 

(great way to support small business), some connected 
by phone and some virtually.  What a great idea! If we 

still are on “stay at home” in May, we may try this again.   Thanks!  
 

 

The 2020 Synod Assembly which was scheduled for May 1-3 at the Duluth 

Entertainment and Convention Center. 

We will not be able to meet in assembly at that time. 

The Synod Assembly Planning Team and the Synod Council have taken steps to 

postpone this assembly. The ELCA Office of Bishop is recommending all synods 

consider a fall synod assembly or if possible, wait until 2021. 

 The Noisy offering for  

Sunday, May 3rd,    

proceeds go to Altar Guild. 
 

 

In honor and memory of all the  

Veterans as well as the   

Active service members. 

 

Thank you for all you do. 

May 25th 

 

May 10th 



 

                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But How Do I Still 
Give During The Time of 

Shelter-In-Place 
Due to 

COVID-19? 

 

First Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 459 
Hinckley, MN 55037 

 

Contact Kathy at the Church on 
Wednesdays. 



 

All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great 

shall be the peace of your children.  

Isaiah 54:13 

 

 
 

Faith in Action: 

Faith in Action follows the same closing schedule as the school.  Please know how hard it is for 

us.  We want to help keep everyone safe and are looking for ways to support families at home.   

I will be sending out lessons weekly with the FiA email list and we will also be posting on 

Facebook (if you are not getting emails and would like to please email me at     

    firstlcyouthdirector@scicable.com) 

or  would prefer them on FB messenger please message me there.   Also don’t forget there are 

A LOT of great movies and books in our church library you can check out. (Staff at church will 

be limited but you can call ahead to see if someone will be there or send me a text 320-469-

3774.)  

There are crafts available at the church that you can take on the table in the Sunday school room 

if you are out for essentials and would like to grab some. 

Youth will be having a giveaway to help the community in May/June – thank you 

everyone who has been bringing in items for sale the garage is getting full.   If you are able 

please hang on to donations until sale now.  

Service opportunities- Please think of ways you can volunteer and give.  Last month’s 

project went well so, please continue if you are able to send out a card or two to someone in the 

church directory.   This month we challenge to take T-shirts and cut them to make diapers for 

Lutheran world relief kits that we will pack up in later summer.   Directions are available at 

https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/7070127/diaper-tip-sheet-lutheran-world-relief 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE YOUTH IN HELPING END HUNGER IN OUR 

WORLD!!!   As of now the best thing that can be done is donating to second harvest and 

family pathways food shelves online and to ELCA world hunger or Feed my starving children 

online .  Locally in our church you can also donate items to fill our blessing box- this box is 

used to help feed many in the community every day.  

2020 Mission trips  

Youthworks has canceled the trip to Puerto Rico site this summer.   Alternate plans are being 

made and the servant learning trip to Duluth is still scheduled for August.  Please contact me 

with questions. 

Twins Game – Twins game is being planned for June.   Details will be out soon.  

mailto:firstlcyouthdirector@scicable.com
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/7070127/diaper-tip-sheet-lutheran-world-relief
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