
Discussion Questions for Easter 6 from Working Preacher. 

 
1. Have you ever been lost or abandoned? If so, how did you feel and what did you do? (John 14:15-21) 

 

2. What sacred symbols would you remove or re-imagine to better communicate in today’s culture? (Acts 

17:22-31) 

  

3. What are your prayer habits and where did you learn them? (Psalm 66:8-20) 

 

Questions from Pastor: 

 After “Praising (or bless) our God, oh peoples” in Psalm 66: 8-20, verse 1 says, “I will offer to you burnt 

offerings of fatlings,”  What is a fatling and why would they offer one of those?  

  Professor Rolf Jacobson says this:  A fatling was a calf that was a year old and was worth something.  They 

would have fed the calf for a year and there would not have been a more extravagant gift to sacrifice and give 

to God in love and praise of him.  What would your most extravagant gift be? 

 What is your definition of the Paraclete or Advocate in the Gospel of John that you can identify with the 

most?  Some answers:  Advocate, comforter, helper intercessor.  A compound word merging the 

preposition para which means with or alongside with the verb to call.  The Holy Spirit according to 

John is the one who is called to be alongside us. 

 Psalm 66: 8-12 The Message (Pray this Psalm this week daily).   
 

Bless our God, O peoples! 

Give him a thunderous welcome! 

Didn’t he set us on the road to life? 

Didn’t he keep us out of the ditch? 

He trained us first, 

passed us like silver through refining fires, 

Brought us into hardscrabble country, 

pushed us to our very limit, Road-tested us inside and out, 

took us to hell and back; 

Finally he brought us to this well-watered place.13-15 

I’m bringing my prizes and presents to your house. 

I’m doing what I said I’d do, 

What I solemnly swore I’d do 

that day when I was in so much trouble: 

The choicest cuts of meat 

for the sacrificial meal; 

Even the fragrance 

of roasted lamb is like a meal! 

Or make it an ox 

garnished with goat meat!16-20 

All believers, come here and listen, 

let me tell you what God did for me. 

I called out to him with my mouth, 

my tongue shaped the sounds of music. 

If I had been cozy with evil, 

the Lord would never have listened. 

But he most surely did listen, 

he came on the double when he heard my prayer. 

Blessed be God: he didn’t turn a deaf ear, he stayed with me, loyal in his love.  Amen. 

 



 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with your Forever. 

John 14: 16 

We just celebrated Mother’s Day and gave thanks for mothering and mothers in this world.  I love the day as it 

reminds me of my own mother, my children, my grandchildren and all the wonderful “mothering people” that 

have been in my life.  Most of them taught me and just loved me.    The famous book, “I Love You Forever” 

written by Munsch, a children’s book author, came up with the book’s most famous lines, “I’ll love you forever, 

I’ll like you for always, as long as I’m living, my baby you’ll be.” 

Jesus Christ in his teaching to the disciples before his impending death says he will send another Advocate, 

someone to stand up for us and be with us, to comfort and walk with us always, and uses the word, forever.  Not 

just when things are going great and not only when things are going bad.  He is giving us the promise to walk 

with you always and forever.  What a great promise.   

We enter another week in social distancing and worshiping either on line, Facebook, from our Webpage or in 

written form.  It feels as if the whole world has changed and turned upside down.   

How are you doing?  How is your family doing?  Are you holding up, either with work or no work, with school 

or no school, with friends or none?  These are difficult and strange times and we need to hear more now than 

ever that all the promises of God through his great love and Son Jesus Christ is going to walk alongside of us 

and be with us. 

The mission of Jesus Christ and God at First Lutheran church and the entire world is so different right now, yet 

it is still happening.  Sins are forgiven, prayers are administered on behalf of us all, the Word of God is 

preached and the Sacrament of Holy Communion is done in the body of all believers, it is just in different 

aspects and directions.  Change is never easy in my opinion, yet blessings abound when we just look around.  

Scripture and prayer is the key to all that do and it means that the promise is alive and well, Jesus Christ lives 

and we will live also.   

Please contact me or the office if you have any needs or concerns about anything.  Even though we miss 

gathering as a body together we are still gathering with each other in prayer and praise for the one who loves us 

and protects.  We check in on each other, we pray for one another and look at how we can help the neighbor.   

Please pray for the Body of Christ in all churches and our own church Council as we discern the safety and 

well-being for First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hinckley, MN.   

Thank you for your support and prayers for the church and myself at this time. Each and every one of you is in 

my prayers.     

Peace,  

Pastor Brenda Wicklund 

 

“Don’t let this throw you. You trust God, don’t you? Trust me.” 

John 14:1a. The Message 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to 

abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded 
that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism 
and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be 

the body of the risen Christ in the world. 
Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness       Red Worship Book pg. 94-95 

L: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 L: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 

alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 

into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.   Amen. 
 

 Greeting         Red Worship Book pg. 147 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.      
  

Kyrie                   Red Worship Book pg. 147-148 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen.  
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Canticle of Praise       Red Worship Book pg. 149-150 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 

was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Power and riches, wisdom and strength, and honor and 

blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor, glory and might be to 

God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy 

receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either 

Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they  worship is the true 

Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised 

from the dead. 

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31 
22

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 
23

For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 

with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
24

The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

shrines made by human hands, 
25

nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 

himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
26

From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 

whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 
27

so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from 

each one of us. 
28

For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image 

formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
30

While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now 

he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31

because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 

judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 

him from the dead.” 

Psalm 66:8-20 

L: Bless our God, you peoples; 

C: let the sound of praise be heard. 

L: Our God has kept us among the living 

C: and has not allowed our feet to slip.   

L: For you, O God, have tested us; 

C: you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

L: You brought us into the net; 

C: you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

L: You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 



C: but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

L: I will enter your house with burnt offerings 

C: and will pay you my vows 

L: those that I promised with my lips 

C: and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

L: I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 

C: I will give you oxen and goats.   

L: Come and listen, all you who believe, 

C: and I will tell you what God has done for me. 

L: I called out to God with my mouth, 

C: and praised the Lord with my tongue. 

L: If I had cherished evil in my heart, 

C: the Lord would not have heard me; 

L: but in truth God has heard me 

C: and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 

L: Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 

C: nor withheld unfailing love from me.  

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and 

persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right.  

 Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
13

Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 
14

But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, 

you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
15

but in your hearts sanctify Christ as 

Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that 

is in you; 
16

yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 

those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 
17

For it is better to suffer for doing 

good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
18

For Christ also suffered for sins once for 

all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made 

alive in the spirit, 
19

in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
20

who in former 

times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 

few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
21

And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—

not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, 
22

who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

made subject to him. 

 Gospel Acclamation       Red Worship Book pg. 151 

C: Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love.  

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)     Red Worship Book pg. 151 

 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his 

commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.  

Gospel: John 14:22-31 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
15

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16

And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
17

This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he 



will be in you. 

  
18

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 
19

In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 

you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 
20

On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you 

in me, and I in you. 
21

They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 

love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 

The Gospel of Our Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. (spoken)     Red Worship Book pg. 151 
  
 

Sermon                  “With You Forever.”     Pastor Brenda Wicklund 

                                 John 14: 15-21 

 

     Grace mercy and peace to you from God our Father and Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who comforts us and 

walks with us no matter the worry and grants us peace, Amen. 

     Someone asked me last week if I was getting tired of preaching to an empty church.  I have been thinking 

about that today.  Part of me is getting used to a new normal.  Part of me is getting over the idea that I am on a 

camera.  Part of me is concerned what my hair looks like (oh the joy in the time ahead when my essential 

worker cuts my hair when she can).  The empty pews are unbelievable and yet, the Spirit is moving with the 

help to bring worship to you any way we can.  It is almost as if we are building a new church with new 

beginnings.  

     We are still worshiping together, yet separate.  This is not normal, yet a new normal has set into place.  Some 

of the new normal is wonderful and some of it very hard for each of us in different ways whomever we are and 

whatever the age.   This morning if we were together I would have sent out index card and asked each of you 

what are your biggest worries?  Who are you the most worried about?  What do you think the solution would be 

for all of that worry?  It makes us vulnerable to even talk about these things, let alone write them down. 

      Last week in our worship we heard the wonderful Scripture reading  before his impending death, Jesus  tell 

his disciples, “Let not your hearts be troubled, trust in God and trust in me.”(John 14:1).  He had washed his 

disciple’s feet, even Peter and Judas, and Jesus had been telling them that hard days are ahead for him and he 

knew they were upset.    Jesus says he has many dwelling places for them to abide with him and they were 

having a hard time with Jesus leaving them.  He has set an example for them to serve each other like he has 

served and given them the great Commandment. 

 

  34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 

one another.  35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

      John 13 

 

     How were the disciples going to follow such a commandment?  How were they going to do this without 

Jesus with them every step of the way?  How was this going to happen?  It deemed impossible, yet Jesus Christ 

and the Father have this in common.  They know we need help.  They know we cannot do it alone.  They know 

that they had troubled hearts and heart wrenching turmoil.  They were feeling despair and grief, and it was 

probably even hard to breathe through this time.   Jesus has been teaching, guiding, reminding them to abide 

with Him, witnessing, interceding and comforting them.  His actions preceded his words and his words were 

shown in his actions.   

     This couldn’t be happening to the disciples and once again Jesus Christ gives them what they need. Even 

though he is leaving, and telling them he is leaving, he is giving that comforting promise.   He gives then what 

they need once again and continues with a bonus.  Jesus is sending another Advocate to be with them forever.  

The Holy Spirit will be with the disciples and help them when they just don’t know if they can love their 

neighbor and obey the command.  They will be comforted when trials happen, when it’s hard to feed the 



hungry, follow the commands of God and Jesus Christ.  We are not alone.  We have the Advocate that walks 

along side of each of us whenever we feel the need.   

     That’s why Jesus sent the Advocate.  That’s how the disciples and all of us can love like he loved, forgive 

like he forgave, minister like he ministered, live and love like he did because we are not doing this alone. 

     What are you troubled about?  How is your heart doing?  Allow Jesus to walk along side of you and He will 

give you what you need it the most, when you are at your very lowest or in your happiest times, enter the 

Advocate.  What lies ahead we cannot do alone and the Holy Spirit is there to help.  When we know we are not 

going to be able to go at it alone.  We can only do what we can do and that is enough.   

     The Holy Spirit accompanies us with Christ’s presence.  This is the promise of God walking with you, in the 

hard and good times, and the in-between.   

     We are in this together.  We know Jesus Christ and the Advocate is with us to help us through the difficult 

times like these and to do so with confidence.  Just as he with the disciples all the time he is with us all the time.  

You will know Jesus Christ and you don’t go at anything alone.  He is walking along side of us.  He will not 

leave us orphaned.  He promises to meno “abide with us.” He was with the disciples as he taught them, loved 

them and watched over them as they did ministry.  Even when they weren’t sure what to do and didn’t 

understand everything, they trusted.    He promises to abide with us, walk with us and never leave us.   

      Forever is a long time.  Jesus Christ means what he says.  In his darkest hour, He brings light and hope.  

Promise in the bleakest of times.  Because Jesus lives, we will live.  We are called to have hope in the promise 

of Jesus Christ and he is forever with us.  He is with us and walks with us all of us and Jesus sends us out.  To 

trust, to love, to forgive and to walk like you mean it, that the Advocate is with you.  No social distancing for 

the Advocate.  No face mask needed.  Loved and set free to love. 

  

Psalm 68:  17 I cried aloud to him, and he was extolled with my tongue. 18 If I had cherished iniquity in my 

heart, the Lord would not have listened. 19 But truly God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my 

prayer. 20 Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn  “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”    Red Worship Book 708 

Refrain 

 Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, master who acts as a slave to them.  Refrain 
 

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race, neighbors are near us and far away.  Refrain 
 

3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love; all these are neighbors to us and you.  

Refrain 
 

4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet: this is the way we will live with you.  Refrain 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places 

in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

(A brief silence). 

L: Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ. Embolden your church, 

as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking and in our living. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes, springs, glaciers, and 

other bodies of water that give life to your creatures.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 



L: You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to the oppressed, and 

speak truth to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for those who suffer in any way. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal promises to work for 

justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember the saints who have gone 

before us. Unite us forever in your final victory over death. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 

through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Offering 

Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 

raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer         Red Worship Book pg. 154 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.   

    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Benediction 

May the Lord Bless you keep you, may the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  May 

the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”    Red Worship Book 631 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,  Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!  Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown.  Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with 

thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev'ry troubled breast; let us all in thee inherit; let us find thy 

promised rest.  Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; end of faith, as its beginning, set our 

hearts at liberty. 
 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples 

leave.  Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, pray, and praise thee without 

ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 



4 Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in 

thee!  Changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place, till we cast our crowns before thee, 

      lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 

Dismissal 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

the worship is ended … let the service begin... 

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to Amanda and Tom Robbins on the birth 
of their daughter Kyalani Paulie Robbins ,  

born on April 17, 2020. 
Please keep Kyalani in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 Prayer Concerns~ Sonjaa (Dennis Volden’s sister), Rebecca Karp (niece of 

Marina Vork), Kyalani Robbins, Jessica Lindahl, Lois Kunze, David Stephenson 

and Annetta Eberlein (brother and sister-in-law of Kevin Stephenson), Larry 

Lammers (brother-in-law of Elaine Garaghty), Debbie Bowman (daughter of Ron 

and Judy Smith), Karen Johnson, Carol Bostrom, Leigha Ness (Pastor Brenda’s great-niece), and Barbara 

Ekberg (sister of Loretta Sprado.) 
 

For our members in care facilities ~ Ruta Kalnins, Nancy Nelson, Freida Pfahl, 

Dorothy Svendsen and Max Tatting. 
  

For firefighters, EMT’s, those who serve to protect Policemen and women and military.   

For world peace.   For our companion synods.   

For our missionaries Jacqueline and  Patrick Bencke. 
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